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It is to be noticed that the substitution of
alphabetical order in college classes for a
rank based upon social distinction occurred
earlier at Yale than at Harvard, and it is
not unlikely that the more democratic life
of Connecticut had something to do with it.

Distinctions, however, there were, but
they were laid chiefly in reasons which all
were willing to accept. The magistrate
and the clergyman, though familiar associ-
ates of the plainer people, were conceded a
deference which superior education, and not
superior birth, compelled, and without ques-
tion the road to eminence was held to lie
through education. No one dreamed of
securing the special honor of the commu-
nity except by this means, and in every fam-
ily a boy who showed intellectual promise
was encouraged to hope for a college educa-
tion. His college education was in most
cases expected to result in an entrance to
the clerical profession, but the law had by
this time begun to have a more distinct
claim upon attention, and the medical pro-
fession had always demanded those who
could show a positive predilection for it.1

i An examination of the Tale catalogue shows that,